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FT. THOMAS NATIVE AN INSPIRATION TO CANCER PATIENTS

Jamie Baker donates $5,000 to the American Cancer Society  
FT. THOMAS – October 2007 – Jamie Baker, a college student from the University of Dayton, never imagined that a visit to a doctor would result in a cancer diagnosis. Last October, doctors diagnosed Baker with myelogenous leukemia. 

“I thought I was just run down with school and doing too much,” Baker said. She had been feeling tired and complaining about a constant sore neck, but didn’t think it was anything too serious. “I went to the doctor a few times and just wasn’t getting any better,” said Baker. “Finally, my last doctor visit I had blood drawn and that’s when we discovered the cancer.”

Baker was immediately hospitalized for treatment. She spent nearly four months in and out of St. Luke East hospital receiving cancer treatments. Her treatments included receiving chemotherapy and multiple transfusions of blood and platelets. “My family and friends have been my greatest support,” said Baker. “My mom slept on a cot in my hospital room every night – that’s a huge part of what got me through. I never felt alone and really never had too many moments where I was sad.”

In March, Baker began compiling a cookbook that chronicles her fight with cancer and shares over 200 of her friends’ and family’s recipes, inspirational quotes and Bible verses. The idea to write the book came from her online journal blog where up to 400 people a day would log on to send her well wishes.

“The people who were writing to me with their words of encouragement renewed my faith and kept me going,” Baker said. “My blog was therapeutic not only for me but for other people who were facing some of the same challenges I was.” The Taste of Hope cookbook has raised more than $5,000, all of which Baker is donating to the American Cancer Society.

-more-

 “Writing the book was a way for me to say thank you to all of the people who supported me,” said Baker. “It was also a way for me to help support cancer research.” Baker said she wanted to donate the proceeds from the book to the American Cancer Society so one day a cure for cancer can be found. “Imagine if we all raised money for research, maybe ten years from now we might find a cure,” Baker added.

Approximately 22,850 Kentucky residents will be diagnosed with cancer this year and nearly 9,400 Kentuckians will lose their lives to the disease. “Jamie is a very special person who has shown great courage in her fight with cancer,” said Rusty Sheehan, Executive Director of the American Cancer Society in Northern Kentucky. “She has reached out to cancer patients and touched their lives through her inspirational story.”

Doctors tell Baker that her cancer is in remission but there is about a 50 percent chance that the cancer could return. If the cancer does not return by November 2009, she says her doctors will declare her cured. “I live with some paranoia from time to time that the cancer might return,” said Baker. “I believe that God never gives you more than you can handle. I live for each day and today I feel awesome.”

Baker has a bright future ahead of her. She has landed a job with GE Aviation in Cincinnati where she will be working as a chemical engineer following her graduation in May. Anyone interested in obtaining a cookbook for a donation of $17.50 can visit www.thetasteofhope.com or by mail send a check to Jamie Baker for $17.50 to Cookbook Public Relations, University of Dayton, 300 College Park, Dayton, Ohio 45469. Costs include shipping.
For cancer information, call the American Cancer Society toll-free at 1-800-ACS-2345 or visit www.cancer.org.
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